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CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 

APPROVED MINUTES 

April 11, 2019 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Co-Chairperson Megan Eppley at 6:28 p.m. 

 

Present:  Mark Brejcha, Megan Eppley, Deborah Chipman, 

Scott Herron, Margaret Maynard, Chelsea Mitchell, John Sparks 

 

Absent:  Karen Simmon, Robert Friar 

 

Other:   Heather Bowman, Public Works Director 

 Josh Pyles, Recreation Coordinator   

 Simone Smith-Politz, Board Secretary  

 

There were 2 people in the audience. 

 

MINUTES:   

Motion by Margaret Maynard, seconded by John Sparks, to approve the minutes from 

March 14, 2019 as presented.  Motion passed. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

None. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   

None. 

    

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

 

Citizen Recognition:   

Heather offered some suggestions for nominations for the Citizen Recognition Award.  

The recipient will have a tree planted in one of the parks for their volunteer contribution 

to the parks system.  Those considered were: 

• Bill Semar and his wife for their dedication to raising/lowering the flags at 

Holland Park. 

• Bette Frye for her Animal Rescue Coalition art piece donation at Brutus 

Dog Park. 

• The late Leslie Daniels for her contributions to Playscape. 

• Foster Neill for his work with the Disc Golf Course. 

• Rosemary Jennings for her involvement at the pool. 
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The Board discussed the nominees and decided recognizing the late Leslie Daniels for the 

2018 year would be a nice way to honor her and her family. 

 

Motion by Mark Brejcha, seconded by Margaret Maynard, to select Leslie Daniels as 

the recipient of the 2018 Citizen Recognition Award.  Motion passed. 

 

Pool: 

Heather advised the Board needs to make a recommendation to the City Commission 

regarding pool fees. 

 

Josh explained he’s been working with potential returning staff for lifeguards and there 

has been postings for job openings in the newspaper, Facebook, etc. to garner more staff.  

He has also been in contact with FSU for possibilities of offering their guard staff with 

supplementary income at the Fairman Pool over the summer.  So far there are 5 returning 

staff members who would be able to cover if the pool were to be open during evenings 

while school is still in session.  If the season were extended into August, only 3 people 

are available at this point. 

 

Josh has run a breakdown of several different scenarios for pricing depending on the 

duration of the season.  A 9-10 week season is ideal; which means staying open later into 

the season.  The ideal lifeguard staffing is 5-6 lifeguards, so sections of the pool don’t 

have to be closed.  Josh said he if we have the staff, he would like to open the pool by 

June 10. 

 

Safety Towers: 

The issue with the towers has been discussed previously.  More problems with the towers 

have been discovered, including: 

• The tower at River St. is pinging to Northland Dr.   

• The north tower at Hemlock Park has distorted audio.   

• The south tower at Hemlock Park is pinging to Bjornson water tower. 

• The Hanchett tower is pinging to Bjornson water tower.    

Heather played a video from the fire department demonstrating the distorted audio. 

 

The Jaycees had previously brought up the education piece they provide to the 

community and having the City take over the River Safety Project.  It is not the City’s 

responsibility to take over this project if the Jaycees are no longer interested or capable.   

 

There was some discussion among the Board members.  One of the proposals previously 

made was to remove the caution signs and plant trees in memory of those who lost their 

lives.  There was some confusion as to the reason for removing the current caution signs.  

It had been determined that it was difficult to add names for all those whose lives were 

lost in the river; and to plant a tree, instead.  The replacement towers would have caution 

wording on them. 

 

The Board made several motions regarding the call towers. 

 

Motion by Mark Brejcha, seconded by Margaret Maynard, to remove the caution signs 

and replace them with memorial trees behind the middle school, for those who have 

lost their lives in the river.  Motion passed. 
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Motion by Margaret Maynard, seconded by Deborah Chipman, to remove all current 

call towers and throw ring stations.  Motion passed. 

 

Motion by Scott Herron, seconded by Mark Brejcha, to replace the current call 

towers/throw ring stations with throw rings/bags.  Motion passed. 

 

Motion by Margaret Maynard, seconded by Deborah Chipman, to not accept the 

proposal from the Jaycees to continue their water safety education program.  Motion 

passed. 

 

Special Events: 

Copies of upcoming events are within the Board packets. 

 

STAFF REPORTS:   

None. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS/BUSINESS:   

None.   

 

UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS:   

In the Board packets was an email correspondence between Heather and City Attorney 

Eric Williams.  Heather’s question to him was if a new policy was put together by the 

Park & Recreation Board whether the City Commission must approve it.  Williams’ 

opinion is that it would be able to be approved by the City Commission or the City 

Manager.  The Planning Committee plans to meet before the next scheduled Board 

meeting to discuss ballfield use. 

 

The next meeting of the Park and Recreation Board will be May 9, 2019 at  

6:30 pm in the City Commission Room.   

 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:24 p.m. 

 

Simone Smith-Politz 

Board Secretary 


